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DMA Celebrates 50 Years in 2010

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS -- Dietary Managers Association (DMA) celebrates 50 years of service to the industry in 2010!  DMA’s recipe for success is its dedicated members. More than 14,000 strong, DMA members are knowledgeable and caring on the job, and also committed to their professional association.   DMA boasts nearly 800 current volunteers who serve the organization with integrity and a can-do spirit.  At this important milestone, DMA reflects on its proud past and bright future.     
A Proud Past

In 1960, 72 foodservice professionals representing 15 states assembled in a Cleveland hotel to organize what would become The Hospital, Institution and Educational Food Service Society (HIEFSS).  In 1984 the organization’s name was changed to Dietary Managers Association, to more accurately reflect the emerging job title of dietary manager.    
The dietary manager credentialing program is a source of pride for the association.  The credentialing exam – offered since 1985 -- is a recognized measure of competency assurance in the industry.  The Certified Dietary Manager, Certified Food Protection Professional (CDM, CFPP) credential recognizes people qualified by training and experience to competently perform the responsibilities of a dietary manager.  The latter credential (CFPP) was added in 1996 in direct response to a growing need to protect public health through proper foodservice sanitation practices.    
The current DMA Board of Directors numbers 15 individuals who represent members at large, industry, the supplier community, and Healthcare Caterers International (a coalition of foodservice societies around the globe).

A Bright Future

Throughout the years, DMA has provided members with sound education through meetings, publications, and the online member community.  State chapters offer grassroots benefits, such as more localized meetings and targeted newsletters.  National member benefits are in a constant state of evolution as needs change and new technologies emerge.   DMA is an active participant in public affairs on the national stage, working to ensure safe food for seniors and qualified leaders in food service through legislation.

As DMA celebrates 50 exciting years of progress, we keep our eyes focused on a dynamic future filled with targeted education and valuable peer support.
DMA will celebrate its anniversary throughout 2010 in a variety of ways, including historic snapshots in the association’s professional magazine, DIETARY MANAGER; a gala anniversary party at DMA’s 50th Annual Meeting in Chicago this July; merchandise bearing the association’s special anniversary logo; and an anniversary video, featuring recollections and good wishes from long-time association members.
To learn more about DMA’s anniversary plans, visit the association’s website at www.DMAonline.org or call DMA at (800) 323-1908.

Dietary Managers Association (DMA) is the premier resource for foodservice managers, directors, and those aspiring to careers in foodservice management.
