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When I reflect on the national meeting in Philadelphia all I can say is wow !! 

Iowa is now the proud owner of the Diamond award.  For those that are not aware, every 
state chapter has to submit an achievement award book.  There are certain criteria that must 
be met.  In order to qualify for the Diamond award, the chapter must first attain platinum 
status.  This requires a major group effort.  There are separate awards as well, Government 
Affairs, Newsletter, and Membership.  Congratulations go out to LaVonne Lupkes for Mem-
bership, and to Barbara Thomsen for Government Affairs and Newsletter.  All received per-
fect scores.  Platinum status requires that those three separate awards be met.  This year 
there were 28 states that met the Platinum status. 

Only one state is awarded the Diamond award and this year Iowa is the recipient. 

As the President of the Iowa Chapter I had to go on stage to accept the award.  What a tre-
mendous and nerve-wracking honor.  Since the competition was so intense, I wasn’t really 
expecting or prepared to stand in front of more than 700 members from all over the world and 
give a speech.  Hopefully I didn’t embarrass Iowa with my ramblings.  I did ask all the Iowa 
members in attendance to come on stage to accept the award with me, since it truly is Iowa’s 
award and required all of your hard work. 

Since returning from Philadelphia, I’ve been reflecting on what an honor it is to serve as your 
President.  As you’re all aware it takes years to create a Diamond. It also takes years to cre-
ate an organization and nurture it to the level that it can win the top award of an organization 
that includes nearly 15,000 members.  It has taken years to get the Iowa chapter to that 
level.  My thanks of course go out to the current Iowa board members and committee chairs 
who so diligently volunteer, but also to all of those Iowa members who have previously vol-
unteered to serve as board members, committee members, presidents and national DMA 
leaders.  There are many more than I could ever hope to name.  All of you have worked 
years to take us to the DIAMOND level. 

I’m truly humbled to serve as your President. 

The national meeting in Philadelphia not only bestowed upon the Iowa chapter the highest 
honor a chapter can receive, but also challenged Iowa as a chapter as well. 

Your board will be working on those challenges.  Look for some exciting and perhaps impor-
tant changes this fall and spring.  And don’t be surprised if a few of you get contacted to 
help. 

See you all in October. 

Ken 

IDMA 2008 

By President Ken Hanson CDM/CFPP 

Dates of interest 
Sept  24 NW Impact 

 Orange City, IA 

 

Sept 10 ICHA  

Nutrition Regs Update 
Altoona, IA 

 

Sept 11 C Impact  

Des Moines IA 

 

Sept 16 NE Impact   

Dubuque IA 

 

2008 Credentialing Exam 
Oct 25 

 

Oct 17, 2008  

Mary Greeley Hosp.  

IDMA Diamond  

Celebration/Seminar 

In this issue… 

 Fishing in  

     Rockwell City 

 Diamonds 

 More Diamonds 
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f-b: Robin Gaines, Marilyn Bowen,Deb Dawson, 

Sharon Vermeer, Ken Hanson, Terry  

Cramblit,Ben MeCullough, Barbara Thomsen, 

Chris Rehmer, Lavonne Lupkes  & Steve Robe 

Iowans! 

Membership, Newsletter & Spokesperson Awards 

Barbara  T, DMA Chair Vicky Kearney, Lavonne L 

Barbara T & Terry C 

Iowa’s Achievement 

Book! Diamond Bound! 

Rocky! 

Look out for 

Sharon V! 
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