“Safe Food for Seniors” Amendment

Dear Congressman(woman) ______________:
 
Thank you very much for the leadership you are showing in Congress on issues that relate to senior citizens.  I am writing you today to ask that you support HR 1636, the “Safe Food for Seniors” bill that has been added as an amendment to America’s Affordable Health Choices Act (HR 3200).   This legislation was introduced in March to close a gap in the Federal regulation of food service operations in long term care facilities   The amendment (Section 1443, Qualification of Director of Food Services of a Medicaid Nursing Facility) would require a minimal level of training for individuals who are the directors of food services in these facilities.  I believe you will be surprised to learn that the Health and Human Services regulatory guidance specifically provides that “[a] director of food services has no required minimum qualifications . . .”  This amendment changes that by requiring individuals to undergo training as a Certified Dietary Manager or have equivalent training from military experience or from traditional education.  This is a common-sense, budget-neutral piece of legislation that will save lives and protect the health of our seniors.

At a time when food borne illness outbreaks are making news almost every week, and because our senior populations are most vulnerable to food borne illness, it is shocking to me that our Federal government does not require minimal levels of training in food safety and sanitation for the people who run food service operations in America’s nursing homes and who feed our seniors – our parents – on a daily basis. I hope that you will agree with me and support maintaining Section 1443, Qualification of Director of Food Services of a Medicaid Nursing Facility, in America’s Affordable Health Choices Act.   After thorough training and testing, I earned a CDM certification myself and I personally know how valuable the CDM training is for the seniors and others we serve.  


Please let me know if you have any questions on this issue.  Thank you very much for your consideration of my views. 
 
Sincerely,

(your name, CDM, CFPP)

Certified Dietary Manager
                                                                                   

